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their solicitations, and in 1638 it was said that
Urban VIII. had at last agreed to grant their re-
quest. If the promise was sincere, it came too late.
In that year Father Joseph was stricken with apo-
plexy and it was clear that he had not long to live.
He was himself unwilling that a cardinalate, granted
at the request of the French King, should be be-
stowed on a dying man, whose promotion would
be of no value to his country.

Accordingly, the French ambassador at Rome
informed the Pope that the nomination was with-
drawn, and that the fatal illness of Father Joseph
would prevent his filling an office for which he was
so well fitted. Mazarin was already committed to
the interests of France and had been active In work-
ing for Father Joseph's promotion. The nomina-
tion which the Capuchin declined was transferred to
the fortunate young Italian, and in 1641 the honour
was conferred on him. At the age of thirty-nine
Mazarin received a Cardinal's hat, for which so
many laboured a lifetime in vain; his career of
extraordinary success was fairly begun.

holly on chanty; he
